Chapter IV

SITMMAKY OF THE GENWERRL DEBATE

62. The general debate, which tock place in the coursé of 14 plenary meetings from
16 te 24 July 1985, coversd the range of topics to be considered by the Confersnce,
incioding not only item ¥ bet alsc item 8 of the agenda, which was more
speclfically the concern of the Main Uommittees. Rll speakers expressed
appreciation of the efforts made vy the host State and by the secretariat in
preparing for the Conference.

63, The representatives of States and the obcervers who addrezsed the Confarence,
az well as the representatives of specialized agengies and United Haticons bodies,
progy amnes and oFffices who made statements, commented on the yarious lssues Lo be
dealt with by the conference, SOme interguuernmental organizations also made
statements in the plenary. Statementa were made on bohalE of a number of
non—goverhmental organizatlons.

64. Opening the deneral debate at the third plenary meeting on 16 July 1985,

Mrs, L. Shahani, sacretary—General of the Conference, stated that the tnited
Natimns Decade for Women had brought additional nenaEitg and rights to women, but
the possibilities to realize these benefits and rights under favourable gonditions
had sianificantly decreazed in conseguance af the recent difficult economnic
situation. At the Gans cime it was becoming increasingly clear that political and
economle problems could not be solved without the Full participation of woman in
shaping the fubure of society and contributing to international peato and
security. The values, aspirations and ideals of women could reorienkt 2 troubled
and violent world. Women represented the newW hope as the world prepared for the
roming cenkury.

£5. She said that the value of the Decade ag a symbcl and mechanism ought not ©&
be upderestimated, for it had mowved Covernments and nﬂn-gnvernmental organizations
all over the world to take action benefiting women. aAlthough in many instances
performance had fallen short of promise, the lmportant point was that an
irreversible peofaess, far-reaching in its implications, had heen set Lln motion by
the Pacade.

6. During tha Decade gignificant lessons had been learnt about the actual status
and tole of women in their societies. Thers Was also a better understanding of the
processes which gave rise to problems and confllcts common to women in differant
cultures. Thersa Wac greater awareness of the ways in which global econsmlic and
political issues djrectly affected the lives of women, The organized women' s
movement initiated in the ninoteenth century nad become a global [oree. The
mechanism of the Decade had caused the invisible majority of humankind - the
women = bo hecome MOoCe visible on the global scene.

7. Hokting the substantial progress made towards legal eguality and the
ratification of the Cconventicn on the Eliminakion of All Forms of Discriminatlon
against Women by over 70 gtates, she drew attantion to the fast that actual changés
had not kept pace with legislative provisions. Sipce there was NG quarantes that .
sgonomic growth would automatically enhange the dignity of women, she stressed thé.
need to re—sxamine the meaning of #integration of women in development” L0 ensul®
that development would not perpetuate the position of women as A disadvantaged
group Or increase their "double burden® without adeguate remunevation. with reda’
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peace, the Decade had suceceeded fin creating public awarenass of the neasd for
wonen O take an active role in promoting peace and disscmament, bParticularly
“hrﬂ“qh participation in peace movements. Tt seemed neges=ary at the end of the

‘L ade to expand and deepen public understanding in order Ehat Eeace would also be
ff:erﬂtHGd as the abaence of conditions that produce viclenca at Ehe Family, local,
Q;Kiﬂnnl and ittecpational lewvels,

"¢i, She reviewod the progress made with respect to sub-
pployment., educatisn and health,
“wpallenges in each of these areas.

themesz of the Decade,
She draw attention to new and continuing

b 2
I

She referred to the ohstacles encountered daring the Decada which hampered the
Avancement of women, Bt the internatiocnal level, she identified these obstacles

g including threats to glokal peace and security, the escalation of the arms race,
oreign aggression and domination, raclal discrimination, and exploit

ative economic
i elations among natione. At the naticral level, the obstacles were attitudas which

received women as inferior to men, and the insufficient inderstanding and

cognition of maternity as a distinct and essentia} social function which coyld
ly be performed by women and therefore deserved full recognition and required
ﬂxcjfic support. )

Turning next to Porward-looking Strategies, cshe said that the close
terrelationship of the three goals of the Degade, aguality, development and
peace, was more evident in 1985 than it had been in 1975 or 1980,

It was one of
the main mesaages of the Decade that women's participation in, and their

b&m“ibution to, soglety must be envisaged as a composike and integral whole.
; though the Forward-looking Strategies dealt with new areas, it also addressad
ftaelf to issues similar to those treated in the Flan of Action of Mexico City,
1575, and the Programme of Action adopted in Copechagen in 1984, showing that the
furface had only been scratched and much remained to be done,

il She sai@ that the impoverishment of women was on the increase, a phencmsnon
known as the feminization of poverty. A new approach to development was
*lerializing that sought to reformulate snd broadep the goals of development in
¢rma of equity, redistributive justice, human dignity and national sovereignty.
vever, it required that women thamselves define their cwn needs, valoes,
trategies and goals and meant the exercise by women of power within and cutside
e home. The road from the feminization of poverty to the exercise aof power by
n was a long and painful ope, but the march of woman, globally and

=-ln=hand, had already begun.

In goncivding, she safd that the Conference

A the world over, but thiz hope cught to be justified through a manifestation

he political will of Governments to pravide the required policies, resources
Prodrammes that would benefit women, particularly at the

represented hope and challenge For

grass-roaots lews]l,

The representaktives of practieally all States participating in the Conference
Bpoke in the general debate considered that the Conference was a welcome

tunity for casting a critical look at what had been achieved since 18735 ro
hce the status of women and for looking forward to the Pericd up ko the
A€ 2000 in which, they hoped, the many still unfulfilled aspirations of women

‘b2 realized., In that sense, they =aid, the Conference should he regarded not
? 45 the end of an epach but alse as heralding a better Futurs for WOMman ,
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74, Many delegations expressed the view that Ehe kolding of the Conference in luge
waz significant, for not only did it mark the close of the United Nations Decade
for Women, but it was also the fortieth anniversary year of the gckablishment »f
the Dnited Hatlons. Some recalled the victory owver Fascism in the Second World wa,
that had prompted the Founders of the Organization to set up 2 framework wikhin
which Btates could work together in order to achiave the purposes and give affaor
to the principles of the Charter, and emphacized the contribution of women to tha
victory. They considered that those purposes and principles, spelt dut Iin breoad
terms in the Charter, were still walid and that the objectives of the Decade
coincided with Ehem.

75. Delegations expressed satisfactlon with the fact that the Conference was heing
held in the continent of Africa, in Wairobi, and many paid a tribute ko thoze women
of Africa who, along with their pecples, had won national liberation and those
=till struggling for liberation and were now conkributing appreciably te the guest
for their countries' independent development.

76. Some representatives stated that 1985 was also the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which had played an impartankt role
in improving the situation of women.

77. Many representatives recognized the catalytic role of the initiatives taken by
the United Watilons, through its proclamation of the Intermaticonal Women's Year and
subsequently the United Nations Decade for Women, in raising the leye] of
consclousnass of the world community concerning the inegualities existing between
men and women, and the need for women's full participation and integration within
all sectors of national 1life in order to accelerate development.

78. It was widely recognized and reaffirmed that the Declaration and the World
plan of Action adopted at the World Conference of the International HWoman's Year,
held at Mexico ity in 1975, and the Programme of Action adopted at the World
Conference of the United Mations Decade for Women, held at Copenhagen in 1380,
together provided a bread policy and planning framework, as well as specific
guidelines and pricrities, for action to be Etaken at the national, regional and
internaticnal levels. Many representatives cited major achievements during the
Decads at thogse levels, A nomber of them expressed the opinlon that, together with
the decisions of the Conference, the historic Convention on the Elimination of All
Forme of Discrimimation against Women and the United Bations Declaraticn on che
Farticipation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, should
form the bagis for activitiesz furthering the advancement of women in decadas Lo
come, in particulear for achleving equality for women and respect For their rights. -

79. Several representatives were of the view that other international instrument?
and strategies ghould be taken inte account in the formulaticn of Forward-looking
Strategies, including the Internaticnal Development Btrategy for the Third United
Wations Development Decade, the Declatation and the Programme of Retion on the
Egstablizhment of a New International Econemic Order and the Charter of Econcnmit .
Rights and Duties of States. They also ceferred to the declaratlons of the Sixth
and the Beventh Conferences of Heads of State or Government of Hon=Aligred
Counkries.
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?Imwiew and appraisal of progress achleved and cbs

: tacles encountered during
’ﬂEE;-Eécade
-'"'--_—'_

= gp, All delegations stated that the major task of
i aetivities of the past 10 years in implementing the World Plan of Action and the
if&p:ogrﬂmme for the Second Half of the Dacade at the national, regional and
Ei;qhternaticnﬂl levels. In reviewing the achigvements of the Decada ip adwry
h.;ﬁtatug of women, most representatives acknowledged significant progreas towards the
i@ﬁattﬂi“ment oL the objectivee of the Decade, Many representatives stres=zed Lhe

i important role played by women in defence of peace, in national libecation

struggles, in national construction, defence and production,
|i_...a_-l;u:lin.lreul and social fields,

the Conference was Lo review the

nzing the

a5 waell as in the

3
5. Many rePresentatives recognized that a 10-year pericd was a short span
%f}{nhistﬁf? and that it would hardly have been possible in that time to effec
e profound transformation required to achieve all the objectives of the United
‘yations Becads for Women, despite notable progress made in many areas. Because of
L_{ his limited time, and owing to continued and sccentuated econcmic and political
P aipeiculties, particulariy during the second half of the Decade, the potential of
(& wiben wag in many respects still under-utilized. They considered that the human
i3Erepource represented by the female majority of the population should be mobilized
E'5nd enlisted more widely in the cause of bhe advanceient not only of women but alse
f their counkries' national economic and tocial mituation., There were no grounds
eomplacency, they maid, for at a time when whole regions cf Africa ware
féring the ravages of drought and famine and when many countries were begeb by
'_bHGMic recession, it was a grievous waste of resources to ignore the potential
oitzibution women could make to = betterment of national Life.

af time
t the

Hany delegaticns stressed that the three themes of the Decade and of the
ﬂference were closely interrelated., There ¢ould not be real and sustained
conamic and social development, they sald, except in an environment of Pease, nor
auld the aguality of the sexes become a reality in the absence of such
evelapmenk. They expressed the hope that the Conference's recommendations woold
.guch as to encourgde Governments to strengthen their resolve to work For 7
tter future for women, who were the ptincipal concern of the Conference, and
indeed for all humanpity. They appreciated that opinions might differ az ko the
blicies most likely to lead to the Fulfilment of the hopes woiced by women and men
ﬁ{rwhere for a secure sxistence under conditisns of Justice and equality, But
‘algo felt that in the course of the Decade Governments and people had gained a
Br awareness of the sitvations that needed correcting and that, partly ag a
t of the activitiass deployed under the auspices of the United Hatiens and its
lated agencies and subgsidiary bodies, attitudes had changed, traditicnal views
9radually superseded by progressive ones with respact bto the status of
EM: They considersd that a splrit of co—operation among the Particlpants in the
fétence should make it possible to work out recommendakions thak might sarye ag
ines for future action at the national, reglonal and international level for
184ing, by the year 2000, the objectives desired by the Conference.

iMany countries pointed out that the Progress bowards the advancement of womsn

319 the Decade had been variable) different countries had ach{eved Progress (o
tent raspects, depending upon the conditions and needs of society. TFor

%€, representatives of countries with cantrall

e theze countrigs had achieved full legal and de fagto eqqual ity of women and
'fﬁéified.their efforts to enhance the participation of women in policy and

h=making bodies at all levels of sxciety and in all fields of science znd

¥ planned economies reported
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tochnology . The representatives of countries with developed markeb eCOnOmLes
reported that in these countries equality of the sexes had been substantizlly . depart
achieved in legislation, and in employment, education and health, and stregsad ’ to sktr
intensified wfforts for the participation of women in sociely in agcordance with effoct
women's own needs, priorities and aspiratlons. Representatives of developing lnkedr
countries, on the other hand, noting some progress especially in legislation,
literacy, edusation and employment, reported the growing importance of the role : gk. &
played by self-reliant, grass-roots organizatlons of women, 'They alse reported region
affnreg for more effective integration of women in agricultural, industrial and promat
gsaryices programmes and projects. : progea
actfvi
84. Many representatives noted that during the Decade increasing numbars of women hss0C1L
had assumed the role of sole or prihcipal breadwinners and thak a visible growth in hasist
the number of female-headed houwseholds= had oecurred. Many developing countries fountr
poted, however, the difficulties confronted by these women in gaining access ko © 4 meric
rescurces and infrastructure, such as housing. The repregsentativea of countries region
with centrally planned economies mentloned significant pregress in their countries le Pre,
towards enabling women to combine effectively their roles as mothers with thaeir
roles as preducers amd wage-earners, Representatives of countries with developed . T
market aconomies also reported impoartant progress in their gounkries as regards the of the
social services that enabled women to carry oo a galnful occupation and at the game the In
rime to Eulfil their family responsibilities; in addition, they reported a growing
trend towards bhe sharing of child care responaikbilities between women and men. ' Wii f
pelitic
85. Tt was noted that, whereaz most significant progeess had been made towards the end Ehe
legal equality of the sexes, the Fact that such equality was not attained in » gonfl i
reality in all fields meant variable and, in some ¢ountries, disappointing lavels { the gl
of iptegration of women in different sectors and areas of social, economic and _lurder,
political development, and in the peace process. Because women's access to : '&Mmp?re
productive rescurces, to health, education and employment was not fully achiewved, | sparkict
and because women's inkegration ip nom-ttaditional sectors and areas had beeon a - 31nterve
relatively slow and recent process, much remained to bs done beyond the Decade.  JEeelf-de
Thiz state of affairs necessltated particular attention to appropriake strategies Some re
and mechanisme that would redress the situation. . Jiten—obs
tould &
BG. Some representatives particularly mentioned their countries' support For the imt axi
Upited Wations svatem durlng tha Dacade (e.g., Voluntary Fund for the United . _?ﬁn?lic
Hativns tDecade For Women, United Hations Childeen's rend, United Hations .'_ifntltle
Development Programme, Unlted Nakions International Research and Training Institute Q '
for the Advancement of Women, United Mations High Commissioner for Refugees and the | li=
International Labour Organization). #Many representatives, mentloning their =
sppreciation to the secrekariat for the Conference, the Branch for the Advancement .. i
of Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, called foF .. 5>

the furkther strengthening of the Branch as a focal palnt within the United . R [
Nationz. Some representatives drew attention to a cross-organizational rewlew of .
the activities of the nited Naticns system for the advancement of women by the
Feonomic and Social Council, and indicated thak Member States wers eager that the..
United Hations system should achieve effective results, Other representatives '
stated that adequate machinery must be devised to ensure that the United Natioms
system continues and strengthens its involvement with women's issues afeer the end
of the Decade. Yet other representatives emphazized the need to make maximum ﬂﬂdl
affective use of exlsting facilities within the United Mations system. B

87. A& large number of representatives stated that their counktries had estﬂbligpﬁgmu
or strengthened the governmental machinery for promoting the advancement of womell: o
These institutions wers reported to range from full-fledged ministries, to N
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jepartments, commlscions, committess and bureaux.

Measures wers alsc heing taken
Elhtﬂ strengthen those which had been established beFote the Decade and additicnal

§;§Effg:ts were reporkted bto introduce institutional measureas Ehat would facilitate the
{' |ntegration of women in all mainstream sectoral activities,

_frhm Since Ehe situation of women was considered to be muck alike within particular

' iiegignﬁ many delegates praised the numeraus regional activities undectaken Far

& comobing the advancement of the status of women. These included the women's

,?]Eog;ammes of the regional commissions of the United Natioms, and the other

. jetivities carried cut at the reqional level by such organizations as the
;}5Hmjatian of South-Ezst Aszian Hations {ASEAN), the Couneil for Mutwal Ecopomie

1" apsistance, the Hordic countpies, the Group of Non-Alianed and other Devaloping

Ikﬁﬂmntries, and the Inter-Amsrican Commission of Women of the Organization of

f}gnm“igan Etates. In this connectiost, Many counkyiss teported that conferences,

ﬁi;ggiﬂnal and International meetings and collaborative research had heen apgani ced

iff|p preparation for the Conference.

Eﬁai The dreat majority of representarives referced to obstacies ko the achievement
=af the goais and objectives of the United Wations Decade for Women encountered at
iiihe international, regional and national lavelsa. -

H%90. It was widely recognized that international obstacles included: world
_%ﬁg”jical tension and instability, the arms race especially in its nuglear aspeacts
iFnd the danger of its expansion to outer space, and military inteprventions and
gonflicts and emergency situations, suppression of natienal liberation movements,
the global economic recessgion, an unjust and unbalanced internatiocnal econamic
srder, growing extarnal debts and shrinking internaticmal trade, all of which had
apered the advancement ofF women during the Decade. Several representatives
rticularly cited global obstacles caused by imperialist aggression and
istérvention, colonialism and nec-colontalism, the denial of the right to
if-determination of peoples, racism and fascism, foreign and illegal ootupakion,
e representatives related cbstacles encountered during the Decads to the
cn-observance of human and humanitarian rights stressing that armed conflicts
gould hardly be expected to be resoclved peacefully when at Ehe same time there did
L exist a suffigient will to grant to the most helpless victime of those
thnflicts - that is, women and children -~ the basic protection ko which they were
pitikled according to humanitarian international law and as refugees.,

- Most countries cited extensive legislakive progress made within the Decade., T
majority of countries, the required legal framework for ensuring the eqguality

¥omen and men was reported to be in place, and relatively few countyiss

ioned the need For enacting or amending broad equality legislation.

titutional changes had been made, where negessary, to guarantee women full

1 and political rights. In addition, laws had been enacted in & range of -.144-

tries concerning such areas as labaur relations, in particular aqual amployment ":q:ig

Ctices, equal pay, social security and protection of women, parental leave, T

Ttime work, day care centres for the children of working parents, prepared op

~Prepared reasonably priced meals and flexible howrs of work for women with a
te facilitating the combination of paid work and family responaibilities,

VEr, these legislative provislons had not always been Fully implemented,

g In many countries equality of the sexes was reported to be not only a de jurs g
ﬁjEVEmEht. but a Fact in most spheres of life, including political life, palicy i
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and decision-making, scienge and technology, enployment, edycation and Bealth,

Many countried reported Ehe cubstantial progress attained during the TDecade but ' 8. |
noted the need for further progress towards bhe realization of such equality in boat lo
such areas &5 political participation and integraticn of women in ron-traditicnal legis.
cectors and activities. Many developing countries, on the gther hand, reparted report
khat de facto egquality was lagging behind the legislative progress of the Decade, almast
particularly with respect to women's access. to resources. ‘They suggested that partii
basie structural chapnges of socleky would be reguired in order to attain de facto reﬂ?rl
squality. 'Praditional attitudes and gender-stereotyped images, remainlng - i admind
soojological, cultaral and economic barriecs, as well as economic inequalities

hatween nations, and excessive expenditures oh armaments were mentioned as major Devels
causes of the perpetuation of a system of inequalities based on gender. 9. M
3. Obstacles to the advancement of women at the naticonal level were identified by was ?h
many representatives, who mentioned as examples the persistence of traditional L the 1w
artitudes of male superiority based on deep-seated gocio-cultural norms and the devaloy
saxual stereotyplng atill prevalent in many societies, ::;:'?:
a4, Several delegations reported on MEASUTAEL taken in their countries to ensuce their I
that married women enjoyed equality of rights with their husbande in the management . 2rd oh]
of khe family's financial affairs. They explained Ehat, whereag in the past a -8 ':;'::;m

r

married woman in those counktries had had to obtain her husband's consent or
moncurrence for the purpose of engaging in business, ohtaining credit and ) 100

concliuding certain ¢ontracts, she wonld henceforth possess full actonomons e b:z
contractral capacity on a par with her husband. | Program

, - | Gome re)
9%, The representatives of zeveral Moslem countries staked thakt it was regrettable . | gnoing
that the teachings of Islam ¢oncerning the rights and status of the woman in the . - lipes o4
family and in society were widely misunderstood. They emphasized that the xﬁﬂﬂmrity

fundamental law and scripture of Islam had proclaimed the equality of men and women
with tregard to rights and dubies many centuries before equal rights legislation had £ 100 Spe
been enacted in othet regions. They pointed out that i their countries more and R

; o [asurit
more women were cnteting prefessions apd skilled occupations and many had attalned . hcu;; :
high alective and appointive office both at the national and at the local lpvel, *'-Fiﬁtraéz

) o |these ag
96, HAmong the many positive achievements of the Decade, the adoption by the ok eredi

Ganeral Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of e

Dizerimination against Women was ment loned. At the opening of the Conference, the -
Convention had been ratified or acceded to by 76 States. Several other pomntries i
reported thelr intention to sign and ratify the Convention within a ghark time.
Many speakers urged that countries which had not already done o should ratify or ;i
socede bto Ehe Convention soon. Some representakives noted the work of the
Committee an the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and expressed
catisfaction with the Fact that the Conmittee had approved the national repotta of
thair coonkries. o

93, Many countries refercad to the valdyable contribution of non—goveramental
organizations in promoting the advancement of women, gtressing khe contributions.$
women's organizationa in compunity activities such as maternal and child care,
yocational training for the disapled and the provision of social services for th
aged. Many alsoc emphasized the need for skrengthened c¢o-operation of goverpmentd
and non-governtental organizations Lo help integrate women in all sectors of

cociety. Some speakers mentioned thar, with national machinery in place at the

of the Decade in a majority of countr ies, such co~cperation would be more effeﬂﬁ“
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ga, Many repregentatives reported an the greater polikical

.t'lﬂcﬂl and national levels as well as in decision ang policy-making levels in the
Hggislative process and other sectoral activities. In some counkries woman were

[ reported to have attained substantial political participation, accounting for
Lilmost one third of the members of the legislature. In other countries, sych
Pﬂ[ticipatiﬂﬁ was reporeed o be inZreasing bhot srill

low. The removal of
restricticns on the entry of women into high-leve] services

of natlonsl
‘ﬂministratiﬂﬂﬁ was also reported.

: bovelopment

Many delegations congidered that one of the main achlevements of the Decade

g the recognition of the essential role of women in developrent. They emphasjized
he importance thelr Governments attached to the integration of WOmEn in all
Jayplopment sectors and activities, both a5 benaficiaries and contributors apd in
4Lccordance with women's needs and aspiratisns,

They noted the significant Progress
de in the recognition both of women's actual contribution ko development and of
teir potential for contributity to the realization of national development gozls
apd objectives. With legislation and national machinacy ip place, these

governments intended ta strengthen efforts to integrate women in national policies,
plang, programmes and projects,
E

Participation of women

. feveral representatives stated that women's problems could bhe solvad only on
ba2is of overall socfo-econamic developmant of the country concerned,
rammes of women's development should be an integral part of development plans.
e representatives stated also that de facto ediality and devalopment of women
guld be based on steady growth of productive forces, the absence of unemployment,
ree educatisn, vocarianal training at all levels, and Fres health care ang soniaj
Buriky.

‘Bpecial reference was made to women's role i

B food produetion ang food
cur ity in developing countries, Other &

peakers referred to women'sg growing
gne-generating activities In both the public and Private sectors, parkicularly
rade, services and industry, and to the effores mzde Dy
#8e activities with the provision of =

their States to support o
training and expansion C
arch and development of

pecialized adeguate
tedit opportunities for women entreprencurs and the rege
Mopriate kechnologies,

'ihe delegations of several major donor countries stated that one of
levemente of the Decade was the increase in

muitilateral and bilatepa) financial I.:-}i b
technical support to programmes and projects for the advancement of women in !
oping ccuntries. In particular, repregentatives placed empha=is on theip
ries’ gfforts to contribure towards a solution of

: the current social ang
mic crisis, particularly the food crisis in Africa by which women were
dally affected.

the major

A number of representatives mentioned ag mattersg needing attention ip a numbe
Uittr{es the disparity of earnings as between men apd women, Jjob seqregation,
‘Minance of women in the trade and servicsms seckors an

d {n other
“remunerated occupations, and the double burden borne by wollen workers whe hag
¥ responsibilities,

E?n? delegations referred to the challenges and prospects opened
UPMents in the field of scien

up by rapid
2e and technolsay, Others stated, however, that
devalopmants had not always benafited women and in Some cases had evap
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worsensd their situation by curtailing women's traditional economic activities apg . [or P

ecurces of income. Under-ptilization of 2 country's human rescurces continued ko gover
bz a sericee obstacie to development. Many representatives stated that vocational T orole
training programmes should be introduced for women to enable them to become mare peace
qualified for more effective participation in the diffecent sectors of the economy, - j campa
mther thap the traditional types of wark, and in the unze of new and appropriate O=Op
technology. In additicon, it was stressed that formal employment opportunities for serion
womer were inadequate. Moreover, women's choice of cecupational and educational | empha
£i=lds was still influenced in many Countries by trzditions and cestoms. effar!
. park ic
145. Many delegatlons of developing countries referred to the effects of the recept the tb
world—wide econcmic recession on women in thass scountriss. In addition ko havipg peclar
to overcome protectionist barriers that restricted their exports bo foreign Co—OprE
markets, these countries had to bear an almost intolerable burden of external dept, | stand
the interest rates of which had increaped, and were suffering from severe domestic addfei
inflakion. As 2 conseguencs, Governmants had had to introduce stringent austarity ' disaem
measyres, including wage conkrols, which meant that houzeholds were caught between effort
rizing prices for consumer goods and declining earnings in real terms, The brunt - develo
of this situation was borne by women who had to streteh the family budget to the : nexs L
ukmost. Many speakers attributed the imbalance @f the world economy to the !
existing economic order and called for the early establishment of & new 1il. A
international sgonomic order. c rights=
' . Buman §
106, Some delegations suggested that the Conference’s final proceedings should deal . Tancial
expressly with the way in which the international economic and social grisis, the decisic
effects of which hurt chiefly the develcoping coumtries, wag affectlng the situation . just an
of women. They suggested that the prablems of the fareign debk, the imbalance of
international trade and the decline in development fipance should be stressed as - 7 U In
obckacles that were hampering more seriously than in the past the achievement by |- pease w
womenn of the objectives of equality, development and peace and of the sub-themes: { tension
employment, esducation and health. coo 4wordd,
. §-delegat
107. Many representatives stated that the increased participation of women in < ] UMBreCe
decislon-making had contributed significantly to the achievements of the goals of sthat the
the Decade; Eguality, Development and Peace and of its sub-themeg:; employment, “truly g
heaith and education. Greater participation by women in decision-making was . B me
promoted by the incorporation of specific women's components in natlenal T
development plans, including the Formulation of specific programmes of action for 'lfi
women, and by the establishment of women's national machineriee. U
108. A number of delegationsg said that the lack of an adequate data base and
indicators for the measurement of women's economic coptribution to the gross
naticnal product parpetuated their lack of "visibility" and exclusien from the
management of naticnal resources and technology.

Feads

109, Many delegations reaffirmed the ¢lose interyelationship of peace with Lhe
other two objectives of the Decade. Many delegations stated that peace was an o
essentisl prerequisite for true equality and sustained development. Several mot
that peace had relevance to the sub-themes ¢f the Dacade - educakion, amployment’.
and health.

110, & large number of delegates stated that women all over the world accEPted'h i
peaze as an objective necessity and jnoreasingly playved a key rola in the ggatth o™
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for peace, Security and secial justice as individuals and as members of
governmental and non-gavernmental crganizations.
role of women in preparing socleties for 1jfe in peace.
peace efforts ramged from participation in PeaAZe Rovemen
campaigns, opposition to military conflict as well as to debates on security and
po-operation. Hoting that war and bthe threat of war constituted a particularly
gerious danger for the daily life of women and children, many delegaticns
 emphasized the importapce of further enhancing the {ntegration of women in peace
efforts at both national and internaticnal levels, Some delegatiophs, in
parkicular, gtressed the enprecedented dangers of
the threat of nuclear war, and called for the i
peclaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peape and
go-operation. These delegations pointed ont that the more women took an active
‘stand £or peace, the better chance there would be to att
‘1 adition, many delegations stressed that the curhing of the arms race and

" disarmament could help release much needed resources for productive development
‘ﬁfcrts which would alse benefit women. Other delegations emphasized the need to

-gevelop a climate of mutual trust which would allow balanced and verifiable
1 wasures of disarmament to be taken.

Women's involvement in
ks to disatrmamepnk

ain lasting peace, In

;?in, A few delegaticns stressed in that cennection that respect for those hueman

r]irights and fundamental freedoms which were lizted in the Universal Declaration of
iiﬁmmminights was not only easential for a

‘Eaoclal status of women,

?ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂndmaking process,
fjust and lasting peace,

but also a most important factar in any damogratio
thereby congtituting the most imporrant requisite

for &

L.

@112 In the opinion of certaln delegations, one of the main obstaclez ta achieving
-Eﬁce was the course of imperialist forces leading to heightened international
Glennions resulting from the increase of hotheds of tension in various parts of the

0r1d, which pushed humanity towards a dangerous limit., According to these
dlegations, the arms rage - including

ihprecedented Bcope on earth and risked spreading to cuter space. They also felt

At the implementatinn of the “Star Wars” pProgramme would boost the threak of a

Qly alebal and all—destroying nilitary conflict and would result in a new and
#ill more dangerous round of the armes race,

1 Many

delegations stated that women had alwaye zuffered particularly from

[Eoubles inflicted by war and preparations for war. In their view, women had to

MRIE the heavy burden of the runaway arms race, which devoured colossal resoupces

! could be used in the interest of humanity's peaceful development. They Felt

it these rescurces could be the econonic basis for salving many problems

#tial to the position of women and their families, including such problems as
imination of poverty and hunger, and combating dlsease and illiteracy.

: Other delegationsz, howev
i in all countries kept
Btors and as members of

er, stated that, although an increasing nomber of
the ideals of peace and disarmament alive, as mothers,
Peace movements, women had been largely unable in some
ies o make any signif

icant direct input into the peace process, heing
ed from the decigion-making processes at both the naticnal and international

The continued racist policy of apartheid in Scuth Africa and in ocoupied
%ﬂ:was identified as a major obstacle to peace and the advancement of the
* of wemen in that country. In this connection, several representatives
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Some delegations emphasized the

the arms race in outer space and
mplementation of the United Naticns

oy improvement in the legal, economie and

the threat of a nuclear war - had Yeached an




expressed support Eor the struggle of the african liberation movements [ARC, pac
and SWAPO) which, as vanguards of the South african and Hamibian peoples, wera
resolutely Fighting against racial oppression and for natlemal liberation. Thay
called for an end bto the illegal ccocupation of Wamlbia, for the implementaticn of
relevant United Naticons resolutions, parkicularly Security Council resolution

435 {1978), and for an end to apartheid, and called on the international communiey
to apply sanctiong against South Africe.

1i¢. Several delegations referred ko the sufferinge and maltreatment of the
Palestinian womenr in the occupled Arab tervitories, of the Syrian women in the
ocoupied Syrian Golan and of the Lebanese women in southern Lebanon. It was
pointed out that women ¢ould not develop or participate effectively in society
under foreign occupation and subjugation, specially while witneszing every day the
arrest, the disappearance and dispersal of husbands, brothers and sons.  Many
representatives expressad support for the just struggle of the Palestinian peopla
For their inalfenable right to zel f-determination and to return to theic homes apd
property without external interference, and to the establishment of their
independent State in accordance with the principles of the United Matilons Charter
and ali relevant United Hations resolutions.

117. Some delegations pointed out that the Iran-Trag war also hindered the Progress
apd development of women in the area. They exprezged congern about the hardships
suffered by the somen affected by the conflict. Some called for an and to the
conflict and for the lmplementation cf the recolutions of the Security Coencil
soncerning the conflict,

118. Several representatives drew atbtenktion to the situatlon of women in Central
mnarica, especially whers there was what they termed imperialist interventlon in
the internal afFalrs of countries in this subregion, and to the hardships imposed
on women by the undeclared war in Micaragua. The aefforts of the Contadora Groop W
promote peace and develogment in the subregion of Central Amevica were commended by

a number of spmakers.

11¢. Several represenktatives drew attention to the sufferings of women in some
parts of azia due to aggression and foreign occupation, and to the vast problem of
refugees created theceby., In their opinion, thic constituted a seciocuz obatacle o
the advancement of the women in the region and te peace and gegurity in the area.
The came tepresentatives said that a polivical selution on the basis of wikhdrawal
of foreign troops was necessary for the problems concerned.

sub—Fhemes of the Decade

Fducation

120. With tespect to the sub-themes af the Decade, employmant, health and
education, many representatives reported impartant advances achieved in sach of
these arsas in their countries. These included egual acCess to edpcation at all -

levels, egual enployment opportunities, and specific health provisions for wotherds

akildren and families as a priority. 1In this connection, developad countries

reported significant progress tawards equal educational appartunities for Hﬂmﬂﬂﬁnd

men, and in particular in the sotentific and technalogical fields. Inm developind -

countries, substantial progress was also reported, particularly at the elemantﬁff'
level and in literacy education. It was pointed out, Bowever, that while the °
iliiteracy tate varled greatly from country to countty and improvementg were RO
it was still a fact that in the world and particularly in developing countr ies,-
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A0 female illiteracy rate was far higher than that of males. Many reprosantatives
: referred ko the illikeracy rate among women in developing countries, and others
wy referred to inadequate functional literscy in certain developed countries.
1 of .,
- 121, Slow but positive movement was reported at other levels of educaticn, with
anity |} oeomen increasingly parkicipating in non-traditional vocational training and in
. adult educarion, Delegates reported on their countries' esfforts to increase female
enrolment ratios, to reduce drop-out rates among girls and to diversify curricula
for women, and to provide opportunities and tralning Eor maktuze women.
3
Employmant
¥
y the .-

122, It wae stressed by numerous speakers that, despite legislative and other

- spasured intended to ensure equality of the saxes in all reapecks, it was skill
ople < | pye in many countries that as regards wages, appointiment to pasts of

& and . | agponmibility and education, women were still at a disadvantage compared to men.
| They pointed out that 5o long as the attendance of girls and young women at
TEer - | aducational establishments and bheir gulbject orienteticn differed from thoss of
" toys and youngq men, the employment opportunities for the Femals labouy force would
. b.remain less favourable than those for men; in addition, women's chances of rising
OYIRES.. |

.|. to managerial or senior posts would continue to be limited and women's earnings
hips -

; yould be lower than those of their male colleagues, even if they were doing

e ' ~compatable work,

7" |- 123. mttention was drawn by many speakers to the increases which had occurred in
+ fecent years in the share of Ehe labour force accounted for by womer, not merely in
3£ﬁditianally Femlinine occupations but in a wide ranne of sconomic activities.
F.hoeptions noted were certzin arduons cocupakions or night work, sometimes
“arohibited for women or incompatible with the conventions of ILO. BSeveral
raptesentatives sktated that in thelr countries full employment had been achieved
nd equal opportunity policies had created situations in which women were found at
i1l levels, including managerial and administrative posts,; and in Fields formerly
ngiderad nom-traditional for women, Wadge differences between men and WOTLETy W e
Toted by many countries, thoogh the differences appeared to be gshrinking., Other

# dxfreakers stated that the principle of equal Pay for egual work was now Fully in
wrle Calpioree in thelr countries.

f. A number of fpeakers indicated that the greatar participation
Fonomlc activities wag attributable to the expansion of so—called
ﬁuahries, mainly but not exclueively in the developed counkries. The demand for

0 workerg wae seen both as an opportunity and a challenge: an cpportunity for
PN workers to strengthen their position in the Eamily and in society, =nd a

lenge to educational and training institutions to ensure the supply of skiiled
la Jahour.

af women in
sErvice

At evidence of the progressive emancipation of women as members of the labewit

€+ Several speakers <¢ited the increasing nrumbers of women encclliing as membars
tade unions and taking an active part in unlon affairs.

A nusber of representatives pointed out that, while it was true that women
' ARtering the labour forge in increasing numbers, it was egually triue that
N aceounted for a larger share than men among e upemploved. ‘The reason was

Although women were increasingly entering new fields of employment often based
%% technolegy, they etill tended in their countries to hae omployed in

itionally feminine trades that were particularly vulnerable to the vagaries of
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the economic environment. They added that in many sectors of industry, including
in particular the service industries, women were recruited as tempOrary or
part-time workers and enjoyed 1iktle or no segurity of tenure,

127, A numbet of representcatives skated that in their countries motherhood was
recognized as an impertant soeial fupction., The State and socciety regarded the
care of mothers, children and families ad one of their priority tasks. BSpecial

facilitias and benefits ware made available in many countries for working mothers, othe
as was e¥plained by the representatives of these counkries., The benefits included
pregnancy leave, leave of ah=ence From work — in some cases for both father and 133,
mather — aftar a Child was born, cash allowances For mothers of infants and other pont:
Forms of assistance. The facilities included child care centres, creches, norsegy THE
pehosls LoEten located in the immedlate wiginity of the place of workd', and rest - help
rooms for nursing methers, Several representatives referred to the gensrous agcut
periods of maternity leave granted in their countries to working mothers and to 1 all €
their right, guaranteed by law, £O reinztatement in their jobs after the expiry of and @
thiz leave. g Le
inter
128, Baveral delegations reported on legislative and administrative measures work
adopted in their countries in order Eo reform the system of taxation inm such a way infor
that women would, in effect, receive tax treatment on an equal footing with men if BoONE
aituations where this had not been the case in the past. The object of such and 1
measures was to ensure that women's bax position would not be prejudiced by - natio
marriage and to provide an incentive to women with Eamily responsibilities to carry |
on a gainful occupation if they 50 wished. In many cases, they said the fiscal . 134.
provieicns were supplemented by allowances oOr benefits that were designed to enable ¢ AWare
working women with Lamlly respensibilities to defray their additional expenses. 1 devel
devel
Health 1 self-
—_— c | serwas
129, Significant progress was reported by many delegations in the improvement of .. matio
the health status of women and in kthe provision of health care, services and - & defin
facilities. 1In particular, the insreased 1ife expectancy of women in many ﬁjmmm
countries and reduction in infant, ehild and maternal mortality were mentioned as ARSI
jnporkant achievements of the Decade. . [ these
rabout
vas §

130. It was pointed out by many delegates that an essential pre-conditiom for the
advancement of womet was their capability to control their reproductive functlon: | Hemen
The expansion of family planning farilities and the acceptance of Family plasning =k
practices, enabling women ko contral their fertility and to spage children in .7
accordance with their personal and family circumstances, were considered by many -
delegates as some of the main achievenents of Ehe Decade. HOWeVer, other speaker®. "o
reported that the control of fertilikty was made difficult by the revival of o }ﬁ%-
cnjtoral walueg, norms and attitudes which regarded the number of children a5 proot }fﬁ
af the man's virlility and as a sSOurce of Ffinancial support in later yeats far thelt ‘[l
parents. . ;

131. Many cpeakers noted that the world-wide emphasis on primary health cats had "% 5
placed new emphasis on the nealth of women, who a5 the most crucial providers OF .. g
health care ko childeen and families, must themselves be healthy ko Fulfil that .54 -
role adequately. Women's roles as community health workers and traditional bith
attendants were particularly netad, as was women's increaszing participation in-
ather health professions. :




(92 Health conditions were ceported ko be still lnadeguate in many parts of the
iarld' especially for women in rural areas. Women were more likely to be
*'1nauri5hﬁd than men and had generally less ageess to medical facilities. In
-Jgﬁitiﬂﬁr birth rates were particularcly high ameng tllitecate and unemployed women,
hich indicated a clear interrelationship between improvements in edecation, health

ad employment and the rele and =tatus of women,
|

‘133, With regard to fnformation and knowledge about women's rale in and
¢ nptribution to socieby. significant progress was reported by many delegates.
enrough the gathering of gender-specific information, countcy surveys, and with the
itayp of research institutionz and by other mesans, greater Knowledge had been
iseumulated durlng the Decade about women's role in society, their contribution te
=411 economic aotivities and, in.partlcular, to agricultural production, to industry
31ﬂ services in the Formal and informal sectors, to the housebold and thus to
Loaciety as a whole. While much still remained to be done, national and
fﬁﬁte:ﬂﬂtiﬂnal statistical agengles had gone a long way towards measuring women's
Lok in the sectors where estimates had often been deficient, particularly the
nformal sector and agriculturs. In additicn, the body of knowledge of women's
sonomic roles and of the cultural attitudes that affected gender ralez in society
in the family had grown rapldly during the Decade, thanks to the efforts of

-@ltianal research lnstitutes amd international crganizations,

é¢‘ Many representatives stated that the Decade had contributed to raising public
areness of the difficulties encountered by women on their path to integration in
srelopment, and they emphasized their assential contribution to national economic
evalopment. The Decade had also contributed to a greater sense of awateness and
lf-confidence among womeh as individuals and as a group. 1t had, in essence,
iwved the important task of preparing the ground work for the implementation of
nationzl programmes for the advancement of women. A numbar of speakers mentioned a
sfinite change of attitude on the part of men towards the role of women in the
ﬁhe and at work. More and more men, particularly in developed countries, were
apsuming a share of howgehold tasks and of the care of childfen. To some extent,
thees speakers sald, this new attitude was attributed to the spread of knowledge
hout women's essential role in society, inm the economy and in the family, which

gaaitself a consequence of the publicity given during the Decade to the tole of
pEen in goclety.

35. At the regiomal lewel, envivonmental disasters and, in partisular drought and
¢ consequant famine in the African tegion were mentioned as obstacles which
bericusly hindered the achievement of the Decade's goals and objectives,

3%, Many countries also nobed the difficulties introduced by continued high levals

population growth as an obstacle to the advancement of the status of women. The
neequent economic and social pressures on urban areas as a result of population
gtowth and urbanization was also mentioned by many countries. Many reprecentatives

rezsed the importance of implemanting the Mexico City World Population plan of
Ghion 1984.

fv Many representatives drew attention to the prohlems of violence against women,
ual harascment, prostitution, violense in the family, abuced and battered
Men. It was noted that violence 1n the home, whether based on traditional
ftems or spoussl abuse, was all too prevalent in many countries. Famlly privacy,
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quilt feelings or embarrassment nad aften govered up this widespread phencmencn,

Some representatives pointed out that domestic violence had to be recognized as a ELs
ecriminal act againet women and treated with appropriate legal measuren, which coutq
be complemented by sffective soclal and support services to the victims, 142
Co-
138, Many representatives identilied refugee women and children as subjects of Brm
particelar concern. They polnted out that not only their numbers were growing wam
steadily, but equally importantly, they suffered daily from deprivation, int
dlsorientation and anomis, Among the raot causes listed by several dovernment , fin
representatives of this acote problem were famine. drought and other environmental did
problens, exbtreme poverty and, especlally, armed conflicts, foreign aggressicn ang L
ocoupation ané logg af human freedoms. Refuges women and children were mOsL hea
vulnerable. They suffered more than men from the consequences of lawlessvess and Ham;
dissolution of the social fabric. Life in refodee camps alsc often placed the rec
responsibility for the care and education of children entirely om their mothers. ”EE'
mnE
139, Several delegations addressed the problems expetienced by migrant women and. non:
in particular, those of the migrant women workers. Other delegations reported that qual
new legislation had been enacted in thelr countries during the Decade to improve ’ orge
the living amd working conditions of migrant women. They reported in addition khae thal
migrant women and, in particular, migrant women workers had been able to galn 18
greater eguality within the host societies during the Dacade. ::az
incre

140. Some representatives referred to the situation of indigencus minorities in
viaw of thelr laow levels of living. The women of indigenous minocities had an nand
important role in traditional societies as custodians of their culture, language,

" laws and lands. They were also often the mainstay of community-level organizations for
i apd in this way, women members of indlgenous minorities increased thereby their 144
if participation in decision-making in souiety as a whole. Some representatives -Paci
reported on the eatablishment of task forces to inveetigate the npeeds of inﬂigen-::ﬁl:'a deve
i women and advise on appropriate policies and programmes. | ke
i 141. Many participants urged that special attention should be givan to measures and ::5“
1y projects for alleviating the hardships of rural women in developing countries. ) ) Pﬂlzl
: Thege women, pacticularly in least developed countries of Africa and Asia, laboured rags
from before dawn till aftecr dusk in working the land, fetching water, often from N?Iﬂ';
distant sites, gathering and carrylng wood, preparing the meals for their Families ,_-ugm'.
taking produce to market - a seamingly endiess round of toil. The cpeakers and |
; concidered that the national anthorities and donors of aid should make concerted | had "
v affarks - in so far as they were not already doing so - to devise rural development * fro.,
projects that would take the zituation of these women into agcount. Several RO I TS
representatives cited examples of =chemes designed to achieve this PUrpOse, apd th | gs.
T reprecentatives of some donor countries described results achleved by their aid -)"'{{I'kir.
agencies in this respect, o which voluntary agencies had in some cases made o -.;__f_r_:'.r k
valuable contributions.
S L

142, Several delegates were of the opinion that elderly women were in need of f  ERL Ty
v particular support and assistance, especially iy wiew of the rapid Increase in WA
axpectancy for both men and women in developed and daveloping countries and of tH
higher survival raktes of women in higher age brackets. The wWomen whose husbandd.. Ckshenrg
had died or retired often faced serious economic difficulties and had to ve aided . Hlag;
financially. However, even when they were economically gelf-guEficient, elderliuf’
women often confronted the danger of isolation and loneliness. w
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-EEEEEEEFtE by representatives of organizations in the Wnited Wations sysktem

jﬁ' The Assistant Secretary-Genaral of the Unfited Hetions Department of Tashnical
" mp-operation for Development eBtated that the Department, as the main operational
arm of the United Mations Secretariat, provided enormous potential for invelving
-ﬁmmn in development activities, in such fields ag natural YescUroes, energy.
"inteqratEﬁ rural development, development planning, public adminiskration and
 £nance . statistics, populatien and social developmant. The Department genecally
3id mot encourage special women's projects per se) instead, components related to
yosen were added ko its projects. Its approach had been "Eeep it simple". with
avy emphasis on the training of women. This approach had proved te be fruitful.
fyany examples were cited. More impressively, three of the eight projects which had
peived speclal mention at the Comfarence wers being executed or assisted by the
pepartment. As regards the futwure, she said thak the Cepartment wonld continue iks

tegrated approach and work closely with other internaticmnal agencies as well as
pen-governmental organizations. However, she cautioned that, unless the nunbers of
Gualified women holding higher positions in Governments and intermatlonal
m@anizatiuns increased greatly, there could be no real Progress.  She mentionsd
that the Department had increased itz percentage of women profsssionelz From
18 per cent in 1979 to 28 per cent in 1983 and ckill maintained the proportion at
35 per cent in 1985, exceeding the general average for United Mations

jpadquarters. However, despite many efforts the Department still eould not

ncreaze the proportion of women ameng its field experts From a atatic 4 or

' She appealed therefore for more applications by gualified female
ndidates ko serve as the Department’s f£ield praject experts, She also rleaded
for the support of Governments in ensuring women's Full participation in projecte.

4. The Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commiesion for Asia and the
fig stated that the issues affecting women throughout the world - equality,
vilopment and peace - had been discussed in depth at the Regional
tergovernmental Preperatory Meeting held in Tokys in March 1984,
gt to the Confecence was marked by a consensus among Governmenks
Wt over the past decade the progress made by
iitical £ielids had been uneven, both withi
nion.

This regional
in the region
women in the ecopsmic, social apd

n and among gountries of the ESCAP
The setbacks, attributable to adverse global and regional ecenomic

ticns, had affected the poorest women mosk. The Tokyo meeting had therefore
(qed that efforts made during the past decade should be continued to Lhe year 2004
o that highest priority should be given to the poorest. In addition, the meeting
il expressed the view that the Conventien on the Elimination of Rl1 Forms of
icrimination against Women was a crucial imstrument and had urged all Governmments
e region that had pot already done so to ratify the Convention. Stronger and
-co-ordinated efforts by Governments and women were nesded for the purpose of

further structural changes that would ensure a hetter future for women and
he world.

The representative of the United HWations Conference on Trade and Bevelopment

40} stated that the adoption and application of concerted measures at khe

Jﬂétiunal level called for by UNCTAD to revita
et

lize the world economy and to
{{Vﬂte the development

" Progess in the third world would be Bound to hawve a
hg on the lives of women, who constitute half the world's population, In
{k“m to itz overall work, UNCTAD undertook specific work related to women;

b Programme UNCTAD/YNSTRAW on the impact of technological development on the
fment of women had produced two studies: "Women, Technology and Sexual
fns" and “Technology and Women's Status®, which had been submitted Fo the
1 Conference. Other zectoral studles wore belng preparsd on [al the role af

a
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women in the field of primary commodities, (b} structural change and adjustment jy
manufacturas trade and female emplayment, and (¢) khe role of women in the econom,
of the least developed countries., In the context of activities contributing to e
participation and advancement of wemen in all sectors of economic activities, '
UNCTAD had as yet made only a modest eontribubion, but it was committed to giving
women's issues their rightful place in its programme, &nd was ready o Co-Operake
with other bodies in order to enhance and improve the role played by women in trage
sectors.

146, The representative of the United Hations Industrial Development Organization
{UNIDD} stressed that, although statistical data wera inadequate, it was clear thae
the contribution of women to the industrialization of their counktries was wvital g
the overall econcmic and social development of the third world. MWomen were
increasingly participating in and comtributing towards industrial development, hovy
in the small-scale and informal sector and in the modern industrial sector. Om the
cne hand, scientific and technoloqical advances in ipdustrial productlen had
increasingly led to the elimination of strenucus physical labour and widaned the
acoupational opportunities for women; on the other hand, these advances were
sxpected tg make major changes in the future requirements of industry. Hence
nigher education and training oppertunities for women in industrial production
skills were of crucial importance for the purpose of offering to women greater _
access to skilled and professional positions and of ensuring their involvement in
decisions concerning industrial pianning a2z well as in decisions relating to
science and technology.

147. The Executive piractor of the United Hations Centre Eor Human Settlemonts
[Babitat) sald that women and children constituted the majority of the
approximately one billion persons wha were lacking adequate shelter and living in
extremely unhealthy and ensanitary conditions in neglected rural arsas and urban
slums. Taken together the International Year of Bhelter Ior the Bomeless {1%87)
and the Porward-lcoking Strategies both called for eqgual cights and opportenities
with respect to accese to credit and loans, to fundamental training and education,
to ownership of land and security of tenure, as well az for full parcticipation ufﬂ
the poor in shelter improvement programnes which wopld lead to increased employmant
opportunities for women and would contribute to national economic development. He
appealed to the women of the world to moklilize, to support and to act in concert in
order to achiove better shelter and facilitles for the poor.

148, The Exevutive Direckor of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) atfirmed
the Fund's commitment to strengthen and support actions that would yield direct

gociazl, health and economic benefits for women, recodgnizing that the improvement of
women's conditlon wap a prereguisite of children®s well-being. Among the measured

specified by the Executive Board of UNICEF were the support of economically viablg .

income-generating projects; the intensification of the promotion af-female e
education; and the programmes dealing with food searcity at the hougehold level.
Ome recent development favourable to women had been the new potential for a :_
revolution in child survival and growth through four low-gost primacy health cafe.:
cpportunities: growth sourveillante; aotal rehydrationy breast-feeding and i
eppropriate local weaning foods) and universal immunization by 19%0 against the_ﬁﬁ
major childhood diseases. These ¢hild survival meacures were being linked wlth ©a

programmes to enhance the situation of women in three ways: {a} strengthening th?f_';'

L
A

sooio-economic capacity of women to better feed and care for their childreni
(b promoting training of women in a wariety of skills bo becoms agents of Ch“ﬂqr;
amd active generators within their communitiesy and (c) supporting women' s : ;E
arganigations at the grass-roots level. He said that the Conferencs wWas shallend®
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to take one =pecific dramatic action to promote childran's and women's well=-being
by asking that women shoulé@ spearhead the movemenk o achieyve the universal
immnization of children and pragnant women by 1990, on a largely self-suBtaining
basis 2nd in a way that would skrengthen other child survival measures and primacy

health <are in general. The challenge of the next few years should be the
development of a new ethic that would demand action to correct advarse conditions
affecting millions of women and children. Such action would in large part be
accomplished Ly empowering women to improve dramatically their own conditien, as
well as that of their Families and children,

149. The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programms [UNDP}, speaking
also in his capacity as Director of the United Hations OFfice for Eme cgency
operations in Africa (UNOEDA), stated that the study entitled “Inter-organizaticnal
asgessment of women's participation in fevelopment", which had been submitted to
the Conference and had been co-crdinated by UNDP, was designed to identify
programming modalitiss and methods that would be move effective in avercoming
remaining obstacles to women's full participation in technical co—gperation
activities svepported by the United Mations development Bystem. The study,

involving 14 diffarent organizaticns and based on the active co-gperation of four
Governments, those of Rwanda, Democrakic Yemen, Indonesia and Haiti, had already
been accepted as a basis for continued inter-agency collaborztion in a nunber of
follow-up activities. de added that in his work as Directer of the UHOECA he was
ecengtantly reminded of the debt owed to the crucial life-sustaining activities of
the African women, who historically had been and remained the continent’s chief

[ood producers. He was convinced that African women would Play a major role in
¢arrying Africa from crisis to rehabilitation, to economir recovery and omward Eo

| ;further economic and sogial progress through self-raliant development, Any other
. Boproce=s wonld not only be morally indefensible byt economically unsound,

In

eoncluding, he said that he was honoured bhat khe Ceneral Assembly had decided to

Place the United Nations Development Fund for Women in antonomoue assogiakion with
HDP, ap arrangement that promised to strengthen further the existing oparational
and substantive ties, He noted that kwn recent initiatives of the Pund - the

Mrican Invezatment Plan and the Food Cycle Technologiea Project - were of immediate
terest to the emergency operations in Africa.

h_ﬂ. The representative of the Office of the United Bations High Commissioner For

Refugees [UWACR} stated that the Office provided intecrnational protecticn and

terial assistance to all refugees, including of course refuges women who often
Biffered great hacdship. The report on "The activities and prograrmes of the
Inited Mations High Commizsioner For kefugees on behalf of refugee women"
}ﬂpﬂ?.llﬁfll} enphasized the international protection of refugee women as well as
S9rammes of material assistance for them in the fields of health, education and
Ployment, supported by counselling and social mervices. Protection was needed
Pt for refugee women whose physical safely was at risk, both during the flight
od within the refugee Camp. Unrestricted access by UNHCR to camps and border

o2 ¢ould deter such vialations. UMHCR had established an Bnti-Piracy Programme
y feduce the number of attacks on the high seas, notably attacks on rafugee
M. The health programmes of DNBCR included the provision of supplementary
Ing, public health education, the training of refuges health workers, and
FFﬂ1 health sare. At the and of 1984, UHHCR had 103 educabion projects in
Countries, providing both academic gchooling and vocational training, During
Decade, the OFfice had provided post-primary edurational assistance to refugee
?F and girls, including Nemibian refugee atudents, Refugee women in particular
fered from a lack of employment epportunities. UNHCR had therefore emphasized
‘e-generating and self-sufficiency attivities to enable them Eo teduce their
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dependence on assistance and to pesume a dignified and productive life. Exile
might imply new and often difficult roles and responsibllities Eor the refugee
woman, but it might alsc represent access to a new way of Life, While respecting .
the socio—culteral hackgeound of the refuges woman, UNHCR tried to provide her wipy
the means te confront her mew life situation in a gonstructive and pozitive way.

151, The Executive Director of the United Hations Fund for Population Aotivities
(USFPA} , referring to the achievements of the International Confsrence on
Population held in Mexico City in 18&i and their relationship to the concerns of |
the Mairobi Conference, observed that women's concerns formed an impoekant part of
the peclaration of Mexice City and the recommendations of the 1984 Confarense.
That Conference had confirmed, Eirst, that the improvement of the roles and status
of women wae an important goal in itself. SBecondly, because women's status wag
clearly related to demographic vatiabies such as fertility and maternal mortalicy,
improving the status of women should be a component of all population polleies,
Thirdly, effective population policies helped to relieve woman of their traditiona)
biurdens and offered them the means to contribute fully te and benefit from economic
and social development. &nd fourthly, the achievement of the obiectives of .
pepulation programmes, Patticularly those related to Family plannuing, depended to a
“great extent on the active participation of women in all aspects of those o
programmes. Accordingly, UNFPA would continue to ensure that women's conceIns were
taken inte account In all aspects of populatian policies and progralmes and that
women were given the opportunity and the meanz to participate in and to benefit
from all relevant activities supported by UNFFA.

152. The representative of the World Feod Programme {WFP) stated that WFE, the food
aid arm of the United Wations system, had been reaching large numbers of low=-income
rural women through projects For agriculture and rural develapment, for human e
resources fAevelopment, and for emergency relief. At least one half of the

$925 million that WFP had committed te developmeant projects in 1984 directly L
invelved and benefited the poorest strata of rural women. At least two thirds of:;
the recipients of WFP assistance in emergency operations - ¢f which $334 milliaon-.:
had heen commitked in 1984 - were women and children. As a resource for N
development assistance, food had a upigue rols in improving the economic, S
nutritional and health levels of low-income women. Among the poar, wWomen were the
main food providers and assumed rasponsibility For food diztribution within their?
households. Thus, WFP's food aid basket, unlike other forms of household iacome g

tonded te remain under women's direct control, and could provide women with morefs

income. WFP's food aid also releaged women's time fzom arduous subpistence chorefr
cinca a substantial number of WFP-assisted projects developed village fuelwood,

lots, food storage facilitles, potable water supplies and irrigation networks 2 A

well as other rural infrastrustural supports to promote food security. Food aidig

also acked as an incentive for development through projects for better nutritimﬁﬁi_

In supplementary feeding projects Eor the "at visk"™ groups of women, the
distribution of WFP food aid commodities through village-level Mother and Childs
Health (MCH) centres helped rural women to gain acoess Lo basic health cares
income-genetating skille, and education for themselves and their children.

food aid, provided free of charge te Governmenks, could substitute for certaln:
government expenditures (e.d., the wage bill in food-For-work projects or the £
bill in school feeding programmes). Part of these budgetary savings, especialll
a period of fiscal austerity could be programmed to Suppart women's JcoeSE Lo
productive rescurces. These were only some of the ways in which food aid hﬂlEE
women. Others included monetization, for example through co=operatives oF in'd
development schemes. There was, in sum, a "tight Eit" between the nature of
project food 2id and the immediate needs of women in peverty, for food ald
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nnributEd to sustainable development, particularly the promotion of food

ﬁ;uritYf the expancion of female employment, and the improvement of woman'a
abductive capacity and atcess to resources.

i3, The representative ©f the International LabGur Office stated that the ILO had
Eﬁﬂﬂted the gca%s‘nf the Decade Ehcough fts standard-setting and technical
5&ﬂperati¢“ activities, wiFh & view to Improving conditions of work, redocing
0 qualitiﬁsf fostering socio-aconomic development, and promoting peace threugh
Licial justice. The well-being of women workersg was one of the kraditional
wncerns Of the ILO. Certain conventions for the protection of working women's
Faalth dated back to 1919, and Convention Weo. 100 concerning equal pay for work of
qual wvalue had heen adoptgd by the International Labwuy Conference as early as
{351. Yet, never in the history of the TLO had woemen represented such a formidable
“hallenge tO the world of labeour as now. The quantitative and gualitative changes
E;mmmeﬂ's labour ferce perticipation called for major adjustments. Within the
Fgemal labour force the number of women had increased Aramatically to reach
% per cent of the total. At present, there were close te 700 million
}éonﬂmiﬂﬂlly active” women and the number was expected to increase to nearly
pmillion by the yeay 2000, Although most working women wera still confined to
ra-pkill, low-pay, low-status jobs, the persistent move of women inko all spheres
economic productien and inte all jobs at all levels was frreversible. This
Ihglﬁpment was not simply a reflection of the growth of the gross national product
bit was an intercelated ptocesz of economic growth, self-reliance and social
iitice. The example of working women indicated that without self-reliance and
clal justice ecopomic growth wag retarded and development remained lopsided. The
fesive entry of women into the labour force as a conseguence of new needs and new
spirations had made it clear that, in most cases, women's income was esgentim]l for
agily well-being. It was estimated that one third of the world's Families
nded on the sole income of women. The present high unemploymenkt and
pdérenployment rates of women were unacceptable, Concerted national and
iternaticnal action was reguired, including constitutional guarantees and the
tanslation of relevant legislation into practice, in order to achieve Full
‘duetive and Freely-chosen employment for all. Real eguality of opporbapicy in
oyment would not be brought about as long as the labour market remained largely
ragated one, Firm measures were called for to desegregate vocational training
blt1i view to providing all women and men with marketable skillz and access to all .
pationz, Meking egual provisions for men and women would not necassarily lead
sal equality of opportunity. Special measures wete therefore needed at the
cnal and international levels that would enable women ta profit equally from
ning and employment opportunities, particularly disabled, refugee, migrant,
t and young working women and those suffering under apartheid. At its -
nky-first session the International Labour Conference had unanimousiy adopted a il
lution on egual oppértunities and equal treatment for men and womsn in St
oyment, The ILO firmly believed that policies to improve the status of wamen .
ers throughout the world were In essence no more and no less thah efforts ko .
@ vital contributfon to a better and brighter future for tha whole of humanity.

The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the Dnited
ion= {FAO) stated that support for and consultakion with women farmers had not R
i commensurate with their considerable efforts and responsibilities in _”'?H
culture, Ingreased acgess to land, ¢redit, markets, teghnelogy and extension
i¥ires would be particularly important, and men as weli as women should be

ed to work with groups of rural women, as a matter of priority, in cases where
congtituted the majority of small farmers. The introduction of new Crops or
reallocation of land as between food and cash crops should not diminish women's
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access to land or income for food consuemption. Cradit should be hased on : ;ﬁzei;
performance in cases whers women lacked title dacds to the land they culkivated, ) -
FAQ's policies, programmes and projects were increasingly following these . ﬁgmenl
strategies as part of an effort to improve national ard household f£ood 5?curity_ A g—ﬂré'
£ilm "Fhe Forgotten Farmers: Women and Food Security” would be made available to - :are £
member countries in order to stimulate discussion and action at the Rational level, greater
. . P ' develog
155, The representative of the United Mations Educaticonal. Scientific and.‘:ﬂltural ¢ eoman t
Organization (IMESCY) stated that in the arganization's experi?n?e the Onited
Nations Decade for Women represented just a beginning of a decisive transformation 155. Th
of the relationships between womer and men. The forces creating and upholding {IF;D}
dizcrimination against women were complex, and UNESCO has gxpanded 1ts activitiea the pro
in the area of ressarch and studies relating to women in recent years. The i puge un
literacy cap between the zexes had not been clogsed, and efforts were nceded ?n D4 s well
ensure for women at least a basic education. Increased attention had been giventn | . o
INESCO's programmes to measures for counteracting the sex sterectypes trapsmitted | program
through schools and the media. Girls and women should be encouraged to participate " hunger
in scientific and technological pursuits and in decisiop-making in social,  integra
cultural, economic and political life. through
V' of the ¢
156. In his address to the Conference, the Director—General of the World Health : its exac
Grganization [WACY} distinguighed between two possinle sceu?arins for the future of _
health and Zociety. The male one was the hyper-expansionist [”HE"}_scenarin. " 159. The
stamding for unconstralmed technological development. Development in terms of the & .. cen
PHE" gcenario had by no means been always benefimial for women, least Qil‘_ all &I‘I . result o
developing countries. The female seenario was the sane, humane, ecologlcal | sxgl EJMportan
one, standing for the caring, nurtucing role in societies. He norked thaﬁ thﬁ o Eoey the C
ohjective of "Health for all by the year 20007 belongcd s?uarely to the. SHE . =&mctive o
scenario. He cautioned, howsver, that women must be censidered for thelr own : A sneial w
worth, as equal members of society, rather than only as motheraf ?ﬂtential mokherd E?Etrategi
or careers. He pointed out that, after all, the numbers of famllies headed by {: {esues §
women were on the steady increage, but that these women had no real ecanomic N ctiviti,
options for self-support and development. He stressed that women should be L Lat izt i
regarded not merely in the light of thelr eomitributions to fa-ﬂ"iil‘f life, but Ehﬂulﬂ sotors ¢
be congidersd in terms of their rights to share responsibilirvies for others with-;- fraining
the men in their lives and with the men in their societies. S fedecisione
ould cor
157. The representative of the World Bank stated that, being a development L dberation
instituticn, the Bank had come te recognize that women's participation was - hited Wa
ecsential to the success of many development programmes and projects, and that : .

appropriate measures and instruments needed to be devised in order to integrate
women in the earllest stages of plannhing. Petter information was nesded in ﬂrd€55
to gain a deeper understanding of the importance of women in nakional defelﬂﬁﬂ“u N
and more specific iteme concerning wemen were being jncluded in the Bank's daﬁ{
bases. The Bank had learned a great deal from experience and from reviews of

completed projects, For instance, in view of women's increasing}y inpor kant bu
inadequately recognized role in agriculture, the Bank was enhancing the acceds
women farmers to agricultural extension services, and inputs with a view tnd mémé
improving thelr productivity, and the strategy for zub—Sahacan ifri?a shoul s
more explicit the suppert for this role. Because its reseacch confirmed hc:iuﬁf
important was women's education to the welfare of scclety and future qgnerﬂnﬂ

the Bank was endeavouring to inceease the access for females to eduecatlon L Onomin -
training and to ceduce high illiteracy rates. Data on eoplation anﬂ‘deveé :
gathered for the World Development Report 1984 showed that the 5ituat1?ndﬂ a
wag a ¢ritical wariable in population growth. The Bank weuld fund additien
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'zsaa:ch into population guestions and increase lending £or purposes connected with
rﬁg health of the population. It was for Governments to take the decisions
tnnerniﬂg the legislation, policies and programmes for improving cpportunities for
wen. In its role as catalyst in the dlalogue on economic poliecy and in the
#p-crdination of capital and technical asgzistance, the Bank was helping to create a
core favourable climate for improving the options open to women, It advocated
jreater participation of women and their organizations in dialogues with

ayelopment: agencies concerning pelicies that woyld maximize the eontribution of
Tiien to development and their share of the beanafits.
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£8. The representative of the International Fond for Agricultural Development
fipan) staked that the Pund had been established in 1977 to deal exclosively with
He problems of poor small farmers and the landless, It believed that there waz a
jige untapped potential for greater small-farm agricultural produckion among female
'well ap male farmers. Having inveskted some %2 billion In 160 projects in Iugq,
The Pund had shown that there were etfective ways of organizing development

The battle against poverty and
participantg. TFAD had sought the
development Prodrammes, particalarly
~rogts organizaticons, ©On the bazis

specific policy recommendations ko
the role of women in sustainable agricultuve.

e
B

e L

er could not ke won unless women wera active
ntegration and full participation of womer in
through the creation of, and support for, grass
5f the experience gained, the Fund wanld submit

iy executive board later in 1985 on

The Director of the International Researc
neement of Women (INSTRAW) stated that +
1t of the Decade. Research, training,
ttant rdle in the implementation of
he Conference. The Institute’s ajm
fﬁyﬁ contributors cather than passive
¢lal welfare problems. The Institute
ht_'tegies and institutional frameworks

s1e6 in national programmes and in eco
tivities. It also kried to promote th

b and Training Institute for the

he Institute constituted an important
and infermation activities would have an
the Forward-looking Btrategies, as adopted
wiae to see that women were considersd
elements in development in the context of
explored the planning and Programming
needed for the integration of women's

nomic and techmical co-operation

x| e development of more precise indicaters,
Jiitistics and data on women to shed light on their role in informal or hidden

ars of national economies; to develop appropriate grass-roots methods For
Aining women; to 2xplore the impact of new technologles on women; and to adyiae
clsfon-makers on those issues. She mentioned that INSTRAW had been Playing and
gid tontinve to play the role of a catalyst for developmental change, basing its
Tations en a natwork of ¢o-operative management with organizations Erom the

ited Nations system, 23 well as academic, non-governmental and women's
» regional and national levels,

iﬁatiﬂﬂﬁ at the international

UNCTALSGATT summarized

- angenent of women and
Integration in development. In the Centre's Exparience, women could play =z

Tportant role in the trade-promation efforts of developing counkries.
tlons sueh as trade information and documentation and export market resesarch
atried out by staff that included a number of women. In Bfrica, the Cenkre
bﬂ?n Pursuing its activities ipn favour of African women in development, taking
pLer XII, on women and development, of the Lagos Plan of
Priority areas recognized by the Centre's advisory Group was
o - velopment of $kills among women entrepreneurs and their integration into
e activity, In 1984 & workshop on “Export Marketing For Women Entreprenaursg
ior Women Managers of Business Enterprises in Bastern and Southern African
1¢5" had been held Jjointly with the Eastern and Southern African Managemant
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Inatitute, and in 1985 a similar workshop for francophone West Afcican countries
would be held in co-operation with the West aAfrican Bconomic Community. The
objective of these tegional and future national worksbops was o ephance the role
of women in the export sector of African countries. The workshops fostered
understanding of the techniques of the export busineas; they caovered aspects of
intra-African trade and the complex operatlons of exporting to kraditional and new
markets. In Asia and the Pacific, various activities of concern to women and
contributing to their economic and soclal advancement were included in national ang

regional projects of the Centre. In some GE the Cenkre's projects in Latin Americy.

and the Caribhean women participated, pacticularly in the areas of trade
intormation and training.
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